Sociological explanations for the apparent leniency of the police and courts in the case of upper and middle class gangs:
	Becker: labelling theory. 
An act is only deviant when others perceive and define it as such. Whether or not the label is applied depends on how the act is interpreted by the audience. This in turn will depend on who commits the act , when and where it is committed , who observes the act and the negotiations between the various actors involved in the situation.

E.g. a brawl in a low income neighbourhood may be defined by police as evidence of delinquency ; in a wealthy neighbourhood could be seen as high spirits. Acts are the same but the meanings given to them differ. 

Agents of social control. E.g. police, social workers, define and label youngsters as delinquent. They have the power to make the labels stick. Society reacts to them differently. Produces a self fulfilling prophecy.

Becker and Lemert argue that deviance is created by social groups who define acts as deviant.

· Phenomenologist

Cicourel looked at the process of defining someone as deviant. Police stop and interrogate someone on the basis of ‘suspicion’, ‘strange’, ‘unusual’. ‘wrong’. Such meanings related to geographical areas. Inner-city, low income areas seen as ‘bad’, with high crime rate. Behaviour in those areas more likely to be seen as suspicious.

· Then the interrogation can lead to arrest if the person fits the appearance, language and demeanour of a ‘typical delinquent’ . Criminal justice system processes ‘delinquent’ based on a set of assumptions about offenders, e.g. having an ‘attitude’, coming from a broken home, low income family, ethnic minority…

· Most young people convicted of offences had fathers who were manual workers.

· Cicourel explains the high rate of working class delinquents by reference to meanings held by police and probation officers. 

Middle class juveniles can present as respectable and able to reform. Parents promise to cooperate. Youth labelled ill rather than criminal.

· Based his research on 2 Californian cities with similar socio-economic characteristics and found big difference in numbers of delinquents arrested and charged. Policies and practices of courts and police different in each city. Depends on publicity to delinquency in papers, pressure generated by mayor, or chief of police.

· Marxists
Crime is a form of class resistance. Given the nature of capitalism (which is crimogenic; focusing on greed, self interest and hostility) crime is a rational response to inequality and competetiveness. Muggers, thieves and rapists serve to divert attention from crimes of the ruling class. Selective law enforcement.

Chambliss : ‘Bias in official Statistics’ . Looked at 2 groups of youths from different social backgrounds and shows how they are treated differently by the police despite committing similar offences.

· Neo Marxists
        Stuart Hall et al. ‘Policing the Crisis’ examination of how ‘mugging’ in Britain was presented as a new threat to society. Hall argues it was used to cover up a crisis in hegemony for capitalism. Police and media targeted mugging causing both deviance amplification and moral panic.
· Media

Newspapers and programmes like Crimewatch focus on crimes like rape and car theft. More wow factor. Contributes to ‘common sense ‘ notion of typical criminal.



